
 
 

 
 

Hamilton County ESE/504/Gifted Instructional Continuity Plan 
2019-2020 

 
The Exceptional Student Education Department has developed a temporary Instructional 
Continuity Plan for providing distance learning opportunities for students with IEP’s 504 plans 
and EP’s during the school closure due to COVID-19.  This plan provides more information for 
parents of students with disabilities and 504 plans to ensure our students receive the most 
appropriate services aligned with the student’s current IEP, 504 or EP’s in light of the current 
circumstances.   We want to assure families that we are making every effort to provide students 
with the services as close as we possibly can in alignment with your child’s IEP, 504 or EP, in 
light of the circumstances.  The services may include virtual instruction as well as virtual 
specialized instruction and related services to the extent possible.  This plan is temporary and 
the IEP and 504 teams will monitor each student’s progress and determine what, if any, 
remediation may be needed when school resumes. 
This plan includes the following:  

• Services for students with an IEP, 504 or Gifted Education Plan (EP), are included in the 
school district’s instructional continuity plan to the same extent as all other students, in 
light of the circumstances. 

• All areas of the student’s IEP, 504 or EP will be considered during the delivery of 
services. 

• All IEP, 504 or EP meetings will be scheduled or rescheduled and may be held virtually to 
the extent practical.  Parents will be contacted by a representative from ESE office to 
schedule or reschedule IEP meetings.   

• All evaluations will be completed to the extent possible. There may be a need to extend 
the 60 day timeline for evaluations that cannot be completed due to the nature of the 
test being administered.  The school psychologist, speech-language therapist, or other 
evaluator, will contact parents to discuss the process and how and when to proceed.  If 
there is a delay in completing the evaluation, the psychologist, speech-language 
therapist, or other evaluator will work with the family and develop a plan to expedite 
the evaluation process once the danger of COVID -19 has been lifted.  

• ESE teachers, related service providers, para support personnel and general education 
teachers will make weekly contact with the family to discuss service delivery, answer 
questions, concerns and provide assistance with virtual assignments. In addition, 
personnel will be available through virtual office hours to address questions, as 
necessary. 

• ESE teachers, related service providers, para support personnel and general education 
teachers will meet virtually to collaborate on the provision of services and supports 
needed. 



•  All ESE, 504 and EP services that were in place prior to the school closure will continue 
to be in place when school resumes. 

• Your child’s educational needs will be assessed when normal school operations resume 
or when feasible. 

 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Betty Linton, ESE 504/Gifted Coordinator 
at (386) 792-7851 or email betty.linton@hamiltonfl.com.  Our office hours are from 9:00 to 
3:00 Monday through Friday during the school closure.  There is no one in the office, but 
someone is available to take your call or you may leave a message and someone will return 
your call within 24 hours.   
 
We are here for you and welcome your suggestions, comments, concerns and questions. 
Don’t forget to complete your ESE parent survey.  There is a link to the survey on the Hamilton 
County web page.   
 
We hope school will be back in session soon.   
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